OUR AMBASSADOR KING

The story, of course, could be told from the S.K.lLA.'s
standpoint. The present writer, however, cannot dis-
guise his pleasure in that rebuke to busybodies. Once
again the Prince had shown that he possessed that
precious gift, the ability "to bend so far and never
break." We need not ignore the fact that during these
years of adventurous travelling his free-and-easy manner
offended some who met or saw or read about him;
but this very characteristic endeared him to the younger
generation who were aware that he, no less than them-
selves, must pass through the phase of relaxation which
is inevitable in an after-war period. Now, as then, one
of the Prince's accomplishments is the reconciling of
self-possession with spontaneous behaviour. Whether
in this country or abroad, his social manners are exem-
plary as regards lack of ostentation and unforced dig-
nity. He is a normal example of his own generation in
being highly strung and in giving signs of restlessness
when he is carrying out some of his more tedious public
duties, or when he is tired; but no one has given a
better lead to young English people in rejecting pom-
pousness in favour of simple good manners.

In the Panama Canal H.M.S. Renown encountered
difficulties and, because of a recent landslide, was
required to perform a nice feat of navigation. It all
helped to make the voyage memorable. So, too, did
the welcome given by three American aeroplanes (how
meagre, though, the number seems in this present air-
minded period !) and the forming of a guard of American
soldiers and, later at San Diego, the sending of six
American destroyers to escort the ILenown into harbour.
The people of San Diego did their best to upset the
Prince's plans. In the shape of festivity they stopped
at nothing. Through their gaiety and lavishness they
attempted to lure the Prince into a prolonged stay in
California. The crew of the Renown were not forgotten ;
they, too, were generously entertained by the tesidents.
Perhaps the most singular evidence of Saa Diego's
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